Ensuring deafened patients can participate in their health care.
This article discusses the general effects of adult-acquired deafness in relation to communication methods and barriers, and the difficulties posed by case conferences where professionals gather to discuss and review patients. It also examines how deafened people can be enabled to participate fully in such important meetings, how health professionals can ensure that all the information has been delivered and understood, and achieve their own objectives, and how nurses can play a key role in supporting deafened patients.